
 

 
 

  

 

 

Wokingham Horticultural Association 

www.w-h-a.org.uk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A G E N D A 

1. To elect a Chairman for the meeting 
2. Apologies for Absence 
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the last AGM held on 10th March 2020 

4. Matters Arising  
5. Adoption of Officers’ Annual Reports* 
6. Treasurer’s Report and Adoption of the Annual Accounts 

7. Election of President and Vice-President 
8. Election of Officers 

9. Election of Management Committee 
10. Any Other Business – topic to be previously notified to the Secretary. 

 

* These papers are enclosed herewith and, together with the Treasurer's report and Annual Accounts - which are currently 
with our Auditor - will be distributed as soon as possible before the meeting, and will be taken as read. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

The 67th Annual General Meeting of the Wokingham Horticultural Association will be held via a Zoom meeting on 

Tuesday 9th March 2021 commencing at 7.45 All members are cordially invited to attend. You will receive your 
Zoom invitation from wha-general@outlook.com on Sunday 7th March .   

                                                                                 Janet Gordon 
                            Hon. Secretary

              

Subscriptions 2021 
 
Members are reminded that subscriptions are due in January. We have held the fees again for this year. They are 
£8.00 per individual under 60 (£12 joint membership) and £6.00 per individual over 60 (£9.00 joint membership). 
Due to the Covid 19 restrictions currently in place we are encouraging the use of payment by credit transfer. Details 

can be found on the website. If you would prefer to pay by cheque, made payable to Wokingham Horticultural 
Association, please send it to the Membership Secretary c/o 5 Lime Close, Wokingham, RG41 4AW.  



 
 

 

 

WOKINGHAM HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF THE 66TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE WOKINGHAM HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION HELD AT THE 
METHODIST CENTRE, ROSE STREET, WOKINGHAM ON 10th MARCH 2020 AT 7.45 PM  

The WHA Chairman Lindsey Payne welcomed members to the meeting and said how pleased she was to see WHA 
President Jenny Gilbert and Vice-President, Town Mayor Lynn Forbes, together with her guest.    

42 members were present.  

Unfortunately, after the business meeting and refreshments there would not be the advertised talk as the speaker has had a bad 
fall and was unable to attend.  

1.   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING  

On the proposal of Pauline MacBrayne, and seconded by Janet Gordon, Lindsey Payne was elected to chair the meeting: this was 
carried unanimously.    

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Apologies for absence were received from Pat Chinneck, Kathleen and Jonathan Lambert, Denise Frewin, Fiona Honeyman, 
Christine and John Hayes, Ann and Tony Eggleston, Nick and Sally Ballard, Janice and Kevin Morris, Joanne Harris, Jan Hedley, 
Margaret Jenkins, Roy Rabbitts, Cheryl Cook, Diane Cox, Mollie Cleary, Enid Head, Ursula Morris and Dennis Smyth.   

3.    CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 2019 AGM  

On the proposal of Nina Preston, and seconded by Chris Piper, the minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2019 were 
approved: this was carried unanimously.  Lindsey Payne then signed the minutes.  

4. MATTERS ARISING  

There were no matters arising from the previous year’s minutes.  

5. ADOPTION OF OFFICERS’ ANNUAL REPORTS  

These follow on from the minutes contained in the AGM newsletter.  

On the proposal of Susan Davies, and seconded by Nigel Booth, the annual reports were adopted.  This was carried unanimously.  

6. TREASURER’S REPORT AND ADOPTION OF THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS  

This year’s accounts are for the calendar year 2019 compared to the second column which represents a 14-month period when the 
year end was changed. This should be borne in mind when looking at the comparison Financial Activities figures. The main aspects 
are:  

o The net surplus was £1,664 compared to £1,509.  

o Income was slightly down to £5,093 (2018 £5,245). Within this  

o Outings were down at £379 and a very useful contribution. Thanks to Lindsey for taking on this onerous job  

o Plant sales were up by £107 at £512  

o The shows made their usual loss, more or less on par with previous years  

o Social event income dropped significantly by £500. There was only one event held this year (compared with four in the 
previous period). This was the Christmas Social which made a surplus of £254 but the committee decided to make a 
donation of £200 to the Wokingham Food Bank  

o Store catering income was £666.  The Treasurer was pleased to see that the bacon butties have continued to prosper!  
Thanks Sheila!  

o Subscriptions were up by £334, due largely to the introduction of joint memberships.  

o Trading Store again provided the 2nd largest income at £1,722 up from £1,307. The efforts to reduce the number of stock 
lines will continue and this, hopefully, will do something to ease the admin burden of those carrying out the work for the 
benefit of the members.  

o Expenditure was down by £308 at £3,428:  

o Accounting software nearly doubled as we lost the initial 50% discount.  



 
 

 

o Newsletter costs have been moved to within the printing postage and stationery costs  

o Ormonde Road costs increased by £205 to £923. Some radiators were purchased and electricity was a bit higher, likely to 
have been due to increased winter activity.  

o No Portaloo contribution, which was a one-off in the last period  

o With regard to the Balance Sheet  

o A new laptop was purchased in January and this is shown in the Fixed Assets and it is being written off over 4 years.  

o Cash and bank resources increased by £1,953  

o Prepayments of £193 represent Room Hire for the 2020 talks paid in advance  

o Accruals are made up of £200 being a donation to Wokingham Food Bank from the Christmas Social profit and £118 of 
late expenses claims not paid before the year end.  

o The net worth of WHA stands at £20,160, up by £1,665  

o Next year’s accounts will be a much better like for like comparison.  

  

On the proposal of Janet Wacey, and seconded by Mary Ferry, the Treasurer’s Report was adopted.  This was carried 
unanimously.  

7. ELECTION OF PRESIDENT & VICE-PRESIDENT  

Lindsey Payne said she was pleased to announce that Jenny Gilbert had agreed to stand again as WHA President and also 
that Cllr Lynn Forbes would continue as Vice-President until the end of her term as Town Mayor.  This was proposed by Mary 
Jenno and seconded by Susan Deacon.  This was carried unanimously.  

8.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS   

All of the following officers have also agreed to stand again  

Chairman  Lindsey Payne  

Secretary  Vacant  

Show Secretary  Pauline MacBrayne  

Show Treasurer  Vacant  

Trading Secretary  Ruth Lambert  

Treasurer  Janice Morris  

The officers were elected en-bloc, proposed by Phyl Crump and seconded by Nigel Booth.  This was carried unanimously.  

9.  ELECTION OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

• The Chairman reported that some of the committee have had to step down during the year and this has left some key 
roles uncovered.  Thanks were given to Pat Chinneck for her hard work as Secretary, Brian Chinneck for taking over the 
Treasurer’s role, Ruth Lambert for her many years of acting as Show Treasurer and Nigel Booth for taking over as Trading 
Secretary and also for producing the excellent monthly e-bulletin.  Pat, Brian and Nigel were each presented with a gift 
(Pat and Brian have unfortunately moved away from the area and Nigel has stepped down from the committee to do other 
things).The Association wish them all well.    

• The Chairman asked if there were any more nominations for committee members.  The following members have all 
agreed to stay.  

•  

Deputy Chairman  Pauline MacBrayne  

Membership Secretary  Janet Gordon  

Press/Publicity Officers  Pauline MacBrayne  

Talks Organisers  Lindsey Payne  

Outings  Lindsey Payne  



 
 

 

Newsletter Editor  Vacant  

Newsletter Distributor  Vacant  

Minutes Secretary  Rachael Norwood  

Webmasters  Rachael Burrows and Nicholas Hills  

Deputy Show Secretary  Sheila McKeand  

Show Cup Co-ordinator   Josie Lawrence  

Raffle Co-ordinator  Josie Lawrence  

Craft Group  Penny Cooper  

Catering/Events  Sheila McKeand  

The committee was elected en-bloc, proposed by Sian Moore and seconded by Nina Preston.  This was carried unanimously.  

 

10.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS   

• Sheila McKeand said that in January the committee agreed to replace the doors to the store and look at extra storage.  A 
new set of double doors are important for safety and there is another door that could be reinstated for use as a fire door.  
We have the funds for these, so once they are fitted we will be able to make plans to raise money for the new roof.  To 
replace the roof would cost in the region of £17,000.  If members approve, the next stage is how to raise the money.  Lynn 
Forbes said that after her tenure as Mayor she would like to work with Sheila to help with fund-raising – as an individual.   

• Lindsey Payne said that the proposed refurbishment would bring WHA into the community and make the store safer and 
more comfortable for people.  We would be able to use the store in a more creative way and organise more activities, 
including those during the day.  Lindsey said that the store is very important and focusses not only on gardeners but gives 
members a chance to socialise.  It needs to be used more frequently but is cold in winter.  A new roof would greatly 
improve the situation.     

• Sheila thanked Dave Croton for his patience and expertise, and also Nick Ballard for his input.  The store has lots of 
opportunity to grow.  Dave Croton said that the existing roof construction has been examined.  It consists of concrete 
sheets held together with asbestos, which is locked into the concrete.  There is absolutely no danger to anyone using the 
store.  If the roof is removed the asbestos will be disposed of by an official company.  Mary Jenno asked if the cost of 
asbestos removal was included in the quotation.  It was confirmed that it was.  

• Sheila asked for a show of hands, which indicated overwhelming support for the store refurbishment as presented by the 
Steering Committee.  This made a formal proposal appear superfluous.  Sheila said that she was pleased to see that so 
many members are supportive of the idea.  

• Georgina Spencer asked whether there would be a security light above the new doors.  It was confirmed that there was 
already one.  

• Lorraine Hodgson asked whether the committee had thought about solar panels.  We were considering installing them on 
the Council’s adjacent storage container.  We would liaise with Mary Ferry, who knows a lot about the subject.  

• Nigel Booth suggested asking members to pay a one-off subscription of £20, which would go a long way to paying for the 
new roof.  It was asked whether there is a clause in the Constitution giving a maximum subscription.  The answer was no.  

• Mary Jenno suggested that the webmasters put an appeal for funds on the WHA website.  

• Ann Blakeman suggested that the National Lottery could be approached for a grant.  

• Nigel Booth said that he would like to give a vote of thanks to Paul Jarvis to recognise all the hard work he has done to 
improve the facilities at the store, all in his own time and without payment.  

• Lindsey reported that arrangements for talks are under way for this autumn and said that any ideas for speakers/subjects 
would be welcome.    

• She continued by saying that the first three outings are booked but others are on hold at the moment because of the 
Coronavirus.  All the first three venues are geared up with hand sanitisers etc and Hodges have confirmed that their 
coaches are deep-cleaned after each trip.  We are trying to obtain some hand sanitisers for talks, shows, the store etc, 
and that food handlers will wear gloves.  We have new Terms and Conditions for trips; these can be found at the store or 



 
 

 

on our website.  If a member cancels a trip without good reason, they will not be guaranteed a full refund unless we can 
resell the ticket.  Many venues have a non-refund policy and the coach has to be paid for.  If a trip is cancelled due to 
Government policy, then a refund will be given.  If you fill in a booking form for a trip you are deemed to have agreed to 
the Terms and Conditions.    

• The website is up to date.  The webmasters have put a lot of work into the website and we are trying to monitor how many 
people are looking at it.  Please let us know if there is anything you would like to see on it.  The webmasters would like to 
receive photos from members, including some for next year’s calendar.  

• Pauline MacBrayne would like to thank everybody who contributes in any way to our shows.  She has learnt a great deal 
about people since becoming the Show Secretary – lots of you are very generous with your time, and she would 
particularly like to thank Ruth.  She wears many hats, as you know, and has just taken off the Show Treasurer one in 
favour of the Trading Secretary’s – she thanked Ruth, and for the very clear instructions she has left for her successor.  
Rachael also has her thanks for the great job she has done over the years on our show schedules.  There’s a lot of 
behind-the-scenes work that goes on to produce these little booklets, and thanks go to Mary Ferry who has volunteered to 
keep this going.  We are still looking for a Show Treasurer – but this doesn’t have to be just one person.  You and a friend, 
or even a group of friends, would be fine, so please have a think about it.  

• We are planning for the Spring Show to go ahead as normal, though we may be needing a domestic judge, so if anyone 
knows anyone with some qualifications in that area we’d be pleased to hear from you – although liking to eat cake doesn’t 
count!  

• Lindsey Payne thanked the committee for all their extremely hard work.  As stated previously, Pat and Brian have recently 
moved away, so we have lost two lovely friends as well as Secretary and Treasurer.  We wish them well.  Nigel has 
stepped down to do other things and we would like to thank him for all his hard work as Trading Secretary, and also for his 
production of the excellent monthly e-bulletins.  

• Someone asked whether different allotments collaborate together?   Sheila said that WHA had had two sessions with the 
new Mulberry allotments.  Lindsey would like to see more collaboration with people from other organisations.  

• WHA were supported by Waitrose in February through their tokens scheme, and we are pleased to report that we will 
receive £280.  

• Margaret Finch said what a sterling job the committee does, and thought that WHA was probably the best gardening club 
in the country.  She said that she had brought some National Open Garden Scheme booklets for Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire to the meeting and will bring some Hampshire ones to the spring show. Later on she may be able to 
provide some Surrey ones.  She also had some Air Ambulance Open Garden leaflets (Margaret opens her garden for both 
these organisations).  

  

The meeting closed at 8.45pm and the Chairman thanked everyone for attending.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


